
AUG. 6, i904.1 THE ANNUAL MEETING. r Tax BmiT t 5
IMmDI4 L JOMNAt 95

BRITISH DIC ASSOCIATION.
iubserlptlons to the British Nedieal Assoeiation for
the year 1904 are now due and should be forwarded
by postal order or eheque to the amount of 25s.
to the General Seeretary, 429, Strand, London, W.C.,
or, In the eas of Colonial members, to their Braneh
Treasurer.

.3tittt ItbiraI journal.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6TH, 1904.

THE ANNUAL MEETING AT OXFORD.
THE annual meeting at Oxford was, by the common con-

sent of those who attended it, one of the most successful
which the British Medical Association has ever held. In
-point of numbers the attendance was unusually large, for
some fifteen hundred members registered their names,and
.4he Association had the pleasure of welcoming many

foreign guests. The scientific discussions in the Sections
were well sustained and drew large audiences, while the
friendly attitude of the University lent special distinc-
tion to the public and social functions.

I-n Dr. Collier the meeting had a President who, by his
geniality, tact, and business capacity, did all that was

possible to deserve success, and it must be a satisfaction
to him and to his able coadjutors, Mr. J. Drew, F.R.C.S.,
,Dr. W. Duigan, and Mr. A. P. Parker, F.R.C.S., who were

the Local Honorary Secretaries, as well as to the other
members of the Oxford Division, to know that their efforts
-,were highly appreciated.
The addresses of the President, of Sir William Church,

and of Sir William Macewen were published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 30th, and we are enabled to
commence the detailed report of the proceedings of Sections
this week. The amount of work done by the Sections was

very large, and some of them departed from precedent by
continuing to sit well into the afternoon or by holding an

;afternoon session. The completion of the publication of
the full reports must therefore be a matter of time, but
'meanwhile the publication of brief summaries of the pro-

eceedings was commenced last week, and is continued in
-this issue.

Not only did the University extend a most cordial
welcome to the Association as a whole and to individual
members (who had the privilege of residing in college), but
the City of Oxford also, through its Mayor and Corporation,
'bospitably entertained the members at a conver8azione on

;Wriday evening, and in other ways displayed its interest in
the meeting.

'THE ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING.
TEE, Annual Representative Meeting sat for rather more

than foour hours on July 26th and for nearly six hours on

the fol'lowing day. The meeting by a majority decided at
a comparatively early stage of the proceedings on July 27th
to sit that day until the business was concluded. This
was distasteful to some members, and there can be no

doubt that before the conclusion the meeting was fatigued,
so that it may probably be found desirable on a future
occasion, when the agenda paper is equally long and con-

tains as many subjects of first-rate importance, to arrange

that the number of sessions shall be increased either by
ibeginning on-an earlier day or in some other way.

That the matters on the agenda were discussed and
decided as fully and rapidly as they were was due, we

take it, to three circumstances: First, that the
whole of the business had been carefully prepared,
and detailed reports on all the more important
matters placed in the hands of Representatives beforehand;
secondly, that the meeting had a Chairman in whom it
placed complete confidence, and who wtas thoroughly con-

versant with the business; and, thirdly, that the Represen-
tatives as a body approached their task in a most business-
like spirit. There was- little or no irrelevant talk, and no

trace of obstruction; the closure was applied two or three
times, but the motion was accepted by the Chairman only
when the vote thereupon taken showed clearly that the
great majority of the Representatives present had made up
their minds, and were quite prepared to vote on the prin-
ciple. If, therefore, a third -session should be instituted
in the future it will rather be to save the meeting undue
fatigue than because important questions were not ade-
quately discussed this year.
The question whether the British Medical Association

should take up the work of medical defence of individual
members-a subject which has excited so much interest
throughout the Association-was keenly debated in the
Representative Meeting, and in the end the principle of
medical defence was referred back to the original Com-
mittee appointed by the Council. No direct vote wastaken
on the question whether -the Association should adopt the
principle of medical defence, and it is probable that the
meeting was partly deterred from coming to a definite
decision on the issue owing to the fact that the returns
from the Divisions could not be completed in time for a

full analysis to be submitted. Further, it was, we think,
clear that many Representatives were disposed to suspend a

decision until a further effort had heen made to bring
about an amalgamation with existing medical de-
fence societies. Evidence of this was afforded by
the adoption of a resolution instructing the Medi-
cal Defence Committee to state in the scheme which
is to be submitted to the Divisions before March 3ISt
next in what way the amalgamation of the existing
medical defence societies can be provided for. The
spectator of the proceedings gathered the impression that
this is the crux of the position at the present moment, and
that if it had had a clean slate the Representative Meeting
would have written medical defence upon it, if not unani-
mously, at least by a large majority. If this impression be
correct-and, as has been said, it is no more than an im-
pression, for there was no direct vote on the point-then it
may be permissible to point out that the executive com-

mittees of the existing medical defence societies will
accept a grave responsibility if they do not enter
into the further.negotiations now proposed in a con-

ciliatory spirit and with the desire to come to some

equitable arrangement whereby the benefits of medical
defence which they themselves have had the wisdom to
secure may be extended to the whole body of the British
Medical Association. A further indication of the feeling
of the Representative Meeting was afforded by the adoption
of a resolution moved by Dr. Cox on behalf of the Gates-
head Division instructing the Council to talke the steps
necessary to obtain the alterations in the Memorandum
of Association contained in what have been 'called the
Birmingham resolutions. They were passed at an extra-
ordinary general meeting at Birmingham on July 13th,
I896,- confirmed at the annual general meeting at Carlisle
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on July 28th, I896, and registered on August iith of the
same year. They are printed in full in the SUPPLEMENT
this week, page 123. The provision bearing on the present
subject is contained in paragraph 2, which would authorize
the expenditure of the funds of the Association " ........ for
the defence, promotion or maintenance of the honour or
interests of the medical profession.........including, in par-
ticular taking or defending legal proceedings and promoting
or opposing Bills in Parliament."
The discussion on the interim report on contract practice

presented by the Medico-Political Committee was brief
but significant. The propositions formulated in the report
were approved and referred to the Divisions, so that a dis-
tinct step was made towards united action throughout the
country to maintain the independence of the profession or
to win it back where it has been lost or imperilled.
Starting with the proposition that some system of contract
medical service for the poor is inevitable under present
conditions in some parts of the United Kingdom, the re-
port went on to indicate conditions under which it may be
equitably conducted. The propositions, taken together,
and especially the third proposition, with the addition
adopted by the meeting, appear to assume the establish-
ment of local public medical services controlled by the
medical practitioners of each district, and offering reason-
able facilities for medical treatment to the working classes
on the provident principle. The report does not, so far as
we observe, say this in so many words, but it clearly points
to the solution of the difficulty along these lines. The
propositions will no doubt be fully discussed by the
Divisions during the autumn and winter, and should
the general opinion be in their favour it will be
possible for the Committee to bring up a report next year,
recommending definite action. The adoption of the pro-
positions by the Association as a whole would have two
important results: it would abolish or greatly diminish
lay control of contract practice, which is at the root of
most of the difficulties, and it would do away with private
clubs-a fruitful source of misunderstanding between
medical men and of disunion in the profession. It would
put in the place of existing clubs a rational system which,
while just to the working maD, would be so conducted as
to ensure the honourable independence of the profession.
The Representative Meeting this year again gave a most

sympathetic hearing to the reports and speeches on the
disabilities of the Irish Poor-Law Medical Service, and
approved what has been done during the past year to ex-
plain the nature of these disabilities and to indicate the
remedies which can be applied. Of these the institution
of an equitable system of superannuation is not only most
pressing, but also most immediately within the sphere of
practical politics, since a Bill which would meet the diffi-
culty has actually been introduced into the House of
Commons by Mr. T. W. Russell, Dr. Thompson (Omagh),
and Mr. Harrington. The medical profession in Ireland
can need no further assurance that the British Medical
Association is with them heart and soul, and we may there-
fore say, without risk of being misunderstood, that it is
essential that our brethren in Ireland should use all that
political influence to which Mr. Chance referred to
impress the justice of their cause on members
of Parliament. As practical men they cannot fail to see
that there is little hope of any Government taking up the
Superannuation Bill or any other measure to remedy the
evils proved to exist in the Poor-Law Medical Service against
the opposition of the Irish members. It is no doubt diffl-

cult for those not to the manner born fully to understand
Irish problems; but we decline to believe that Irish
politicians, if they can be induced to realize that the.
reforms demanded are for the benefit of what Surgeon-
General Evatt called the ultimate Irish peasant, will with-
hold their support from any measure which promises to.
remove by equitable means one great obstacle to a more-
efficient service.
The memorandums on the need for the reorganization of

the Local Government Board in England, and the Bill
drafted to carry out this much-needed reform, were ap-
proved by the Representative Meeting. Dr. Griffiths, in
his Presidential address at Swansea, directed particular
attention to the defects in public health administration,.
central and local in England, and his interest in the subject
has been untiring during his year of office; Sir William
Church recurred to the matter in his Address in Medicine
this year, and as the Representatives, speaking with special6
knowledge and experience in the name of the whole Asso-
ciation, have formally expressed the opinion that the
constitution and status of the Board is gravely defective,
we may hope that the Government will appreciate the
necessity for appointing the Royal Commission asked for
to report upon the whole question.
The attention of the meeting was called to a defect in

the Midwives Act, which has, we understand, very seriously
exercised the Central Midwives Board. The Act requires
that should any abnormality arise in the course of any
labour attended by a midwife she shall at once send for
medical assistance, and the Board has issued instructions
under this clause, but it is unable to make a rule providing
for the payment of the medical man thus called upon to,
act under the statute. There is, we are told, in some dis-
tricts a disposition to add this duty to those already
placed on the shoulders of the Poor-law medical officer.
This would not only be unfair to the medical officer and
the profession generally, but also contrary to public policy,
since the scope of a midwife's work is by no means con-
fined to the class which is properly assisted under the,
Poor Law.
We cannot pretend on the present occasion to do more

than draw attention to a few of the most salient features of
this year's Annual Representative Meeting. As an institu-
tion the Representative Meeting has justified-or more-
than justified-the most sanguine anticipations of those
who called it into existence. That this has been so is ino
large measure due to the tact and ability with which the
Chairman has conducted its business. It is therefore &
matter of congratulation that Sir Victor Horsley, yielding
to the strong and spontaneous expression of opinion at
the end of this meeting this year, consented to accept
nomination for next year.

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON
PHYSICAL DETERIORATION.

THE Physical Deterioration Committee, after a carefuP
analysis of the evidence of the majority of witnesses who
appeared before them, has come to the conclusion that
general progressive deterioration does not exist. It is.
of opinion that physical deterioration is practically confined
to the lowest and poorest strata of the people, and this it
attributes to the fact that this particular class of the popu-
lation has not taken advantage of opportunity for improve-
ment when offered to it. "Laziness, want of thrift,,
ignorance of household management, and particularly thes

Tax Bun= 1296 KmxvAL Jov-pur J LAuci. 6, sgo4.THE ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING.



-choice and preparation of food, filth, indifference to
parental obligations, drunkenness, largely infect adults
df both sexes, and press with terrible severity upon
their children." For this reason the Committee
take a hopeful view, inasmuch as it is easier to deal with
-a concentrated than with a scattered evil. There is no
-doubt that in coming to the decision that there is no
general progressive deterioration, the Committee has had
to base its conclusions upon more or less fragmentary
e.vidence. It admits the absence of trustwort-hy data for
the purpose of comparing present and past conditions,
-and relies upon such evidence as the diminished death-rate,
-diminution of tuberculosis and other diseases, as well as
-definite improvement in sanitation.

That a concentrated evil is easier to deal with than a
scattered one it is difficult to deny, and for this reason it -is
-obvious that if theappointment of aRoyal Comrnissionwould
cause unnecessary delay in applying remedies which the
Committee so earnestly recommends to be begun at once,
then we are better without that cumbrous engine. The
,statement of the Committee to the effect that the alleged
unfitness of recruits is accounted for by the fact that the
'calling of a soldier has ceased to attract the class of men
who formerly enlisted, makes it all the more imperative
that the moral and physical condition of the class from
which the army of the empire is now drawn should be
improved.
As has been over and over again set forth in these

columns, no radical improvements will be attained until
the health of infants and young children is first looked to,
un order that they may be in a proper healthy condition to
benefit by education when their time comes to spend nine
-of the growing years of their lives cramped up on school
benches. It is therefore with deep satisfaction that we
see that, the Committee has understood this point, almost
-universally passed by, even by the most intelligent re-
formers. It has, as we have before them, struck at
the root of the question-a clean milk supply-to obtain
which county councils must be empowered to act in de-
-fault of the local sanitary authority, and the establish-
caent in every town of milk depots drawing their supply
-direct from inspected farms.

It appears to be the fashion in some public offices to
discount medical recommendations for the reform of un-
hygienic conditions by the parrot cry that the medical
profession is "impracticable." It will be interesting to
see how soon these measures, set forth by a Committee on
which only one member of the medical profession served,
will be adopted, when recommendations identically the
same, made by the medical press, have been ignored.
It is something more than a coincidence that in a series of
articles published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL during
the past year, entitled Physical Deterioration, which
formed the basis of a work called Physical Deterioration,
since published,1 the necessity of dealing with almost all
those points recommended in the Committee's report was
urged, more especially the need for an anthropometric
eurvey, medical inspection of school children, and the
proper teaching of cooking and domestic economy in
schools. Emphasis was laid on the necessity of teaching
hygiene in elementary schools, of organizing games, of
physical exercises in the open air, of a special education
for rural chijdren by which they would become attached
to a country life, of dividing land into small holdings
to discourage the rural population from migrating to

'London: John Murray. 1904.

towns; we dwelt on the necessity for sanitary dairy farms,
and our remedies were exactly those recommended by the
Committee-legislation and milk d6pots. It may be some
satisfaction to the authorities when considering the recom-
mendations of the Physical Deterioration Committee to
know that they have on their side the approval and
support of the medical faculty.
What we did not recommend, and what seems a good

suggestion, is the creation of an Advisory Council, repre-
senting the departments of State. This Council would
advise the Government on all legislative and administrative
points concerning public health in which State interference
might be advisable. The idea is apparently founded on
Le Comite Consultatif d'Hygi6ne Publique in France, of
which an interesting account is given in the report, and it
is suggested that the Advisory Council be modelled to
some extent upon that body. This organization would be
of great assistance, "especially to the Local Government
Board, and would be calculated to supply the knowledge
and stimulus which are necessary in order to give to the
public health side of the Board's adminstration a promin-
ence which the multiplicity of its otlier functions may
have tended to obscure, and to attract to its work that
measure of public interest and support which has perhaps
been lacking hitherto." Thus is Saul also found among
the prophets. It is recommended that the Advisory
Council khould include members nominated, by the
medical corporations and others, and among these others
should be some ladies who have shown themselves capable
of taking a broad view of the question, for, if the reforms
suggested are to be carried into effect, it must be with the
co-operation and largely by the work of women. The duties
of the Council would include the reception and application
of the information derived from the Bureau of the Anthro-
pometric Survey, "with the whole weight of Government
authority and scientific prestige behind them."
Anything tending to give uniformity to the sanitary

administration of the country would be a move in the right
direction, if, as the Committee remark, " the best re-
sources of the State in matters of public health are placed
at the service of the humblest administrative unit." We
sincerely hope that the suggestions for reform made by
this Committee will not be allowed to rest in the pigeon-
holes of the Privy Council Office, but that that august body
will be zealous in seeing that they are carried out. Since
the Committee was appointed by the Government to meet
a national demand the nation must insist that the Govern-
ment shall carry out the recommendations.

PRELIMINARY GENERAL EDUCATION OF
MEDICAL STUDENTS.

WE publish in the present issue (p. 292) a full summary of
the report of the Consultative Committee of the Board of
Education embodying a scheme of examinations for ad-
mission to certain professions including that of medicine.
Certain proposals contained in it are most disquieting.
Under the scheme the evil of multiple examinations,

although mitigated so far as set subjects are concerned,
would be made vastly worse in respect of the much more
serious matter of diveriity of standard. When it is con-
sidered that separate papers are to be set for each school
after a consultation between the school staff and the out-
side examiners, that the school staff is to take part in the
examining and marki'ng and that the bodies which are to
arrange and control thesa examinations are to be multiple
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and possibly widely different in constitution, the belief o
the Committee that "practical equivalence can probablI
be secured" will be shared by few.
Farther, it is recommended that the principle of retro

spective inquiry should be introduced. The course of th(
work pursued by a scholar during his school career is to be
recorded and reported on by his teachers, and this record ie
to be available for reference in deciding his fitness oi
unfitness to obtain a certificate. " The suggestion here is
that an examiner, in any case in which he desires to do so
should be able to judge of the character of a candidate's
school career." "What is required is that such materials
shall be accessible as will enable an examinex
to judge whether the scholar's school career has
been satisfactory or not." This is a grave pro-
posal. An examination for admission to a profession
ought to be a test of the candidate's general knowledge,
not an inquisition into his school-past. Such a system of
retrospective inquiry is but too likely to have an injurious
effect, by placing in the hands of the schoolmaster a power
over the future of his pupils which few parents, we
believe, will be disposed to tolerate.
When we turn to look for the proposals on the all-im-

portant points of scope and standard we find, to our amaze-
ment, absolutely nothing about them except the single
statement that the junior certificate is to be for pupils
under i6. Scope and standard can scarcely be described
as "minor points," which the Committee say they have
considere-, but do not report on.
The general education test for admission to medicine

must be of guaranteed impartiality, of reasonably uniform
standard, and above all be what it professes to be. If
reports on a candidate's school career should ever be re-
quired, these must be made separately and openly.
What is wanted in this country is what was suggested

by the Head Masters' Conference, that is to say, a single
examination to be tield at centres. If we may be allowed
fo suggest to those who have made this wise proposal, we
would say that the central examining body might consist
of representatives of the Board of Education, of the
Universities and of the head masters of schools; that
periodical inspection of the schools examined, with inquiry
into their courses of instruction, such as is now practised
ift the case of medical schools by the General Medical
Council, might be undertaken by this central body; that
there might be three standards of papers: an elementary
for pupils under i6, a junior for pupils under 17, and ,a
senior for pupils over I7; that the scope in each standard
might reasonably include: (I) Languages (with no set
subjects but with viva voce examination in the case of
modern languages); (2) mathematics (including arith-
metic, algebra, and Euclid); (3) English (including
grammar, essay writing, and literature); (4) history;
(5) geography; and (6) a branch of natural science.
In conclusion, we would protest against any measures

which tend to render doubtful the impartiality of public
examinations, and would express our belief that, if this
scheme of the Consultative Committee should be adopted
as it stands, a grave injury will be inflicted upon secondary
education throughout the country.

:CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.-The CanadiaMedical
Association will hold its annual meeting this year at Van-
eptver, August 23rd to 26th. Numerous papers will be read
y men prominent in the profession, both from Eastern
na4a, United States, and Great Britain. -Mr. Mayo Robson
11 deliver an address on Surgery.
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if IMPERIAL FEDERATION AND AUSTRALASIAN
REGISTRATION.

THE Australasian Branches will, we believe, bave read with
I satisfaction the resolution adopted by the Council of the

British Medical Association on the recommendation of tbe
Colonial Committee recommending that only those qualifi-
cations registrable in the United Kingdom should be regis-

8 trable in Australasia. This would include graduates of
r Australasian Universities, and would thus establish com-
s plete reciprocity between the great Southern Colonies.

and the Home Country, and would prevent the regis-
tration in Australasia of the graduates of Univer-
sities in foreign countries which do not grant*
reciprocal privileges to citizens of the British Empire.

r In this way the Australasian Colonies will obtain a controlof the conditions of practice within their confines which
. they have not hitherto enjoyed. At the present time any

medical man who is authorized to practise in his own
country can claim registration in Australasia, although,
the foreign countries deny within their own confines and
in their colonies like privileges to British practi-
tioners. Australasia is thus exposed to the risk of becom-

. ing the dumping ground of the medical graduates of
Germany and other foreign countries. The effect will be,
we make no doubt, to maintain a high standard
of attainment in the medical profession. Australasia.
has now reached a stage of development in which it is.
fully justified in taking a strong line in this matter, and
in refusing to recognize the graduates of foreign countries
which scornfully reject the claims of Australasian
graduates. The attention of the Annual Representative
Meeting at Oxford was called to the matter by the'
Chairman, Sir Victor Horsley, and the report containing thereference was adopted. We have no doubt that any assist-,
ance which the Association as a whole can afford to the
Australasian members will be readily given.

THE LEASE OF THE LIVERPOOL MEDICAL
INSTITUTION.

A FEW months ago our Liverpool correspondent gave a
history of the relations between the Liverpool Corporation
and the Liverpool Medical Institution. For many yearsthe Corporation has manifested a friendly interest in the
Institution, which since the year I840has held the land on
which the building stands at a peppercorn rent, and a feel-
ing of consternation arose when the Estates Committee
announced that in order to obtain a renewal of the lease
which would expire in I9I5 it would be necessary to pay a.
fine of £817 4s. It was felt that when this decision
was arrived at the Estateb Committee had not-
taken into consideration the history of the Institution, the
important public work which it carries on, and the fact
that in the year i88i the Corporation had been entirely in
favour of granting a renewal of the lease free of fine. Con-
sequentlysteps were taken to bring the true bearings of
the case before the members of the Corporation, and it is
satisfactory to announce that the Corporation has agreedto renew the lease for a period of seventy-five years from
the present time on payment of a nominal fine of ic)
guineas. Great credit is duie to the Treasurer of the
Institution, Mr. T. H. Bickerton, for the able manner in
which he brought forward its claims.

UNITED KINGDOM POLICE SURGEONS' ASSOCIATION.
AT the annual meeting of the United Kingdom Police.
Surgeons' Association, held at Oxford on Thursday,July 29th, Dr. Henry Barnes, of Carlisle, was elected
President for the ensuing year, and Mr. Frederick W.
Lowndes, of Liverpool, one of the Vice-Presidents. The
Treasurer's accounts were passed and showed a balance in
favour of the Association Of £43 158. gd. The incomingPresident, Dr. Barnes, referred to the subject of medical
witnesses' fees and urged that the question of the
exercise of their discretion in this matter by magi-strates' clerks, Which in various districts has pro-duced such widely-differing and sometimes unsatis-
factory results, shoxijd be brought under the notice
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^of the Medico-Political Committee of the British Medical
Association, and that it should be suggested that repre-
sentations should be made to the Justices' Clerks' Society
oni the matter, the members of which Society usually
exercise the discretion allowed by the Home Secretary's
order to the Courts in which these gentlemen serve. It
was agreed that this should be done, and after the trans-
action of some routine business including the election of
several new members of the Association, and a vote of
thanks to Mr. Paul Bush, C.M.G., who presided, the meet.
ing broke up.

,IRISH MEDICAL SCHOOLS' AND: GRADUATES'
ASSOCIATION.

THE summer general meeting of this Association was held
on 'Wednesday, July 27th, at the University Museum,
'Oxford, the President, Surgeon-General Sibthorpe, C.B., in
the chair. Among those present were Sir Charles A.
-Cameron, C.B. (Dublin), Lieutenant-Colonel Boileau, M.D.,
A.M.S. (Trowbridge), Dr. James Little (Dublin), Dr. Percy
*V. Dodd (Folkestone), Dr. William Douglas (Goudhurst),
-Dr. Robert Esler, Dr. T. Gelston Atk-ins (Cork), and the
Provincial Honorary Secretary, Dr. James Stewart (Clifton).
The following resolution, proposed by Dr. Atkins and,
seconded by Sir Charles Cameron, was passed unanimously:
" That a copy of the two resolutions adopted at the special
;general meeting of May 25th Ibe sent to the Chairmen of
the various Boards of Guardians throughout Ireland, to-
gether with any additional statements the Council may
think fit to forward with a view to strengthening the case
of the Irish Poor-law Medical Officers." The meeting then
adjourned.

BRITISH MEDICAL TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.
THE annual breakfast of the British Medical Temperance
Association was held, under the auspices of the National
Temperance League, in the Assembly Room at the Town
Hall, Oxford, on the morning of Thursday, July 28th,with Mr.
W. McAdam Eccles in the chair. In a speech bythe Chairman
it was stated that for twenty-five years consecutively such
treakfast meetings had been held in connexion with the
;annual meetings of the Association. It was being recog-
.nized by the medical profession that the use and abuse of
alcohol was becoming a question of national and even im-
perial importance. The public needed educating in refer-
.ence to this subject, and, as it had been said, it needed dis-
-abusing of the idea that alcohol was a necessity for the
4iuman frame. Allusion was made to the scientific study
-of the nature and action of alcohol, and it was urged that
it should receive systematic attention as part of the
-curriculum of the education of medical students.
LDr. William Collier, President of the Association, spoke as
a life-long advocate of temperance. He appealed to the
members of the, medical profession, and especially the
tionorary staffs of the metropolitan and provincial hos-
pitals, that they should take as much care in prescribing
alcohol as they would in prescribing any powerful drug. A
paper on the present position of the medical profession of
'Great Britain and Ireland in relation to the use and abuse
-of alcohol was read by Dr. T. N. Kelynack. Dr. William
Odell proposed a vote of thanks to the National Temper-
ance League, which, being heartily carried, was responded
to by Dr. Murray, one of its oldest vice-presidents. Dr.
IRobert.Jones proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman,
which was sauitably acknowledged. The number of guests
present (240) was largely in excess of the number at any
previous breakfast given in connexion with the Annual
Meeting.

AN UNPHYSIOLOGICAL PRECOCITY.
A VALUED correspondent writes: If the boy is the father of
the man, then the girl must be the mother of the woman,
and we must jealously guard her physique lest heredity
stepping in with its invariable laws, transmit to the babe,
born and unborn, an unstable constitution with which to
fight the battles of the world. The whole question of
physical deterioration is now floating freely in the air, and
Mrs. Watt Smyth's admirable book, the report of the

Departmental Committee, and endless papers and addresses
and speeches are making us feel just a little bit uneasy
about the future of our race. We cannot at this time go
into the larger aspects of the case, but limit ourselves to a
word of protest and warning- in one specific direction,
and that is the. injurious strain imposed upon
children by professional necessity or social custom. Under
the first heading we include the " infant phenomena" who
are rushed on to platforms before they are well into their
second dentition,. and are frantically applauded by the
hysterical ladies of fashion. Immature violin scrapings,
monotonous piano thumpings, and doubtfully intoned
songs are received with rapture because the performers are
young, and the younger the better. We have heard of an
infant of 6 who is supposed to rival Paganini or, Joachim,
and the climax was, surely reached when a little boy of 8
was announced to conduct a fully-equipped orchestra of
forty or fifty performers. We do not deny that some of
these prodigies play with skill and finisb, but they should
be judged solely on their merits and not by their age, and
we can imagine nothing -more depressing to the grown-up
favourites of earlier days than to have to play to empty
benches when enthusiastic crowds assemble to greet
the appearance of some juvenile pretender from across
the. seas. We have no concern with this, however,
for the public must look after themselves. Caveat
emptor is a safe motto, and -people must be allowed
to spend their money as, they please, and choose
their own amusements. What we have to do with is the
hygienic aspect of this modern craze and the health dangers
to be feared. We do not need to be physiologists or physicians
to see that it must be bad for little children to force them
out of season, like potatoes or strawberries, to compel long
and tedious .hours of practice, followed by late hours, in
hot rooms, with the excitement of success or the misery of
failure, and the sleepless nights and irregular appetite, and
nervous tension and relaxation which inevitably follow
either. All this is injurious enough for those who-catch
the public ear and dip deeply into its purse, but for those
who break down in training or -are distanced at the post,
what can be predicted but stunted growth and shattered
health? The notoriety attained. by a few is naturally
envied by the many, and over-production follows
as a matter of course, and by equally inexorable laws of
Nature we will find that this system of prodigy-
mongering will be responsible for a steady deterioration in
the physical development of those who are compelled by
parental cupidity or ambition to attempt tasks far beyond
their strength. The imperious dictates of social custom
are also responsible for some evij influence on growth and
development. Little girls who ought to be playing in the
open air by day, or sleeping peacefully by night, are now
dressed up in attractive imitation of their elders, and sent
off, fan and bouquet in hand, to their evening parties,
four or five times a week, and sometimes twice
a night. They have their flirtations and their
champagne suppers, and all the paraphernalia of
fashionable life-and after a season or two of this, they
become as critical regarding the quality of the entertain-
ment, and as blas68 and used up as the smartest lady in
their mother's circle, and in due time their appearances
are noted and their costume described in the conventional
jargon of the society press. All this is wrong and stupid.
These poor little creatures have discounted the pleasures
of life whilst standing on its very threshold, and have
ceased to care keenly about things that delight those who
have beenmore simplybrought up, and it is not unjustifiable
to assume that some of the nervous troubles that haunt
the lives of the ladies of the present day, the morbid
excitement and the succeeding depression, the hysteria
and insomnia, and cravings for alcohol, and pick-me-ups,
and morphine and cocaine may be due in part to over-
social strain in early life, and by the precocious aping
by the youth of the manners and customs of the old.

THE WORK OF THE HOSPITAL NURSE.
ON July 23rd Sir Michael Hicks-Beach opened a home for
nurses in connexion with the Glouceeter County Infirmary,
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and delivered an address. He said he could almost re-
member the time when trained nurses were unknown.
The idea of a nurse was something, he thought he might
almost say, of this kind: Any creature in female human
shape-the older and uglier the better, and the less suited
for anything else the better-was, by a kind of poetic
glamour, presented to our predecessors as the ministering
angel when pain and sickness racked the brow. The
change began at the time of the Crimean war. Before
that time the popular conception of a nurse might be
found in the novels of the day in the shape of " Sairey
Gamp " and " Betsy Prig." But with Miss Nightingale be-
gan a revolution which would, he hoped, last for centuries.
Miss Nightingale taught people that a good nurse required
many, he might say all, the best qualities of a lady
-gentleness, patience, deftness, method, sympathy.
With Miss Nightingale's work in the hospitals during
the war began a movement which soon extended to the
great institutions in this country, and had now gone
throughout our private and social life. He did not think
there was any need for him to dwell upon the value of the
work of a trained nurse in all kinds of disease, whether
medically or surgically treated. He supposed that no
skilled operator would nowadays care to be without the
aid of a trained and experienced nurse when carrying out
an operation; and he was certain of this: that when the
operation was over, when every symptom of the patient
had to be watched and recorded, when medical and surgical
directions had to be carried out carefully and exactly, when
every change in the patient's condition had to be noted-
that then they found the want of the experienced and
trained nurse, who might do as much at least, and often
more, to restore a patient to health than the best physicians
or surgeons. With this great change in the nursing profes-
sion there had come a great need, and it was an attempt to
meet that great need they had called them together that day.
Even from the lowest point of view, in order to secure the
best and most efficient work from the nurses, they must
take care that they were properly lodged in healthy houses,
that they had some means of quiet, simple comfort when
they were off duty. What had been done in this direction
at Gloucester was this: There had been provided a home,
with rooms for the assistant matron, and bedrooms for
eleven charge nurses, and, he believed, twenty-one proba-
tioners, with kitchen and domestic offices, and last, but not
least, sitting and recreation rooms and places in which
they could keep their bicycles, which might be extremely
conducive to health and to enjoyment. The work had cost
something like £io,6oo, to which the county had subscribed
£7,5oo. The deficit of rather more than £3,I0O would have
to be found, and he did not think the county would permit
any part of the charge for that necessary work to be a
charge upon the capital funds of the Infirmary. He could
not speak upon hospital management, as he had not had
anything to do with work of that kind; but he had had
something to do with finding money in another capacity.
And he had found that if they worried people sufficiently
they could extract money from them. Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach concluded with a strong appeal for support for the
Infirmary.

ACCIDENTAL ELECTROCUTION.
'IT has been said that the "exception proves the rule"-
perhaps it would be better expressed as " probes " the rule.
Exceptional cases so-called are often the test of the efficacy
of a practical device. Now that electricity is playing such
an important part, and is destined to play a still larger
part in traction and generally for motor purposes, the
recent cases of electrocution by the "live" wires of the
Southport and Liverpool Railway raises the question
whether the dangers attaching to the use of imperfectly
protected "live" wires are sufficiently guarded against.
The recent accidents seem to show that they are not. In
few conditions is it more certain that circumstances alter
cases than in all that applies to electrical contacts and
resistance. Every physicist and physiologist knows the
uncertainty of the quality of dry as against wet contacts.
Railways are run at 500 to 6oo volts, while 250 are used for

domestic purposes. It was once thought that only very
high voltages (2,000 to 3,000) would kill a man; but the
fatal accident to a bather in one of the public baths in
London, who with a wet hand touched a "live" wire, shows
that a relatively low voltage may be fatal, provided the
contacts are moist. Experience of the Southport rail
shows that moist weather increases the risk. In the open
country there is the added danger that cattle may stray on
a line, be electrocuted, and their carcasses prove a source of
danger to the next train. Professor Fleming advises, and
we think rightly, that the "live" wires shouId be com-
pletely covered in with a wooden hood or shelter, in
shape like an inverted 1. All that is necessary is to
bend the "picker-up" of the motor, so as to pass under
the hood of the shelter. This would offer sufficient protec-
tion both to man and beast. A recent case at the Man-
chester Assizes shows the necessity for enclosing all
switches connected with high voltages.

CALEDONIAN MEDICAL SOCIETY.
THE twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Caledonian
Medical Society was held on July 22nd in the Eye Pavilion
of the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, Dr. George Mackay, the
President, in the chair. The report stated that there was
now a membership of 229, and financially the organization
was in a satisfactory position. Dr. Stewart (Bacup), was
appointed next president of the society. In his presi-
dential address Dr. Mackay, after alluding to Mr. Andrew
Carnegie's generosity to the Scottish Universities, said the
little coterie of Highland fellow-students to whose Celtic!
enthusiasm they owed their union had expanded into a
world-wide association of medical men, whose opportunities
for personal acquaintance were rare, and whose years of
graduation were separated by a generation as the human
span was counted. It appeared to him that the time had
come when they should endeavour to strengthen the bond
which united them, and offer a fresh inducement to new
members to join by co-operating in some definite piece of
work which would perpetuate the traditions of their race.
He suggested that this might be realized by the transcrib-
ing, translating, or at least rendering intelligible to their
contemporaries such Gaelic manuscripts as had been pre-
served to them. Dr. Mackay proceeded to give an account
of these manuscripts, and exhibited the originals of some
and photographs of others. Some formal business was
afterwards transacted. In the evening between sixty andc
seventy members of the Society dined together in the
Caledonian Railway Station Hotel.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STATE
REGISTRATION OF NURSES.

Miss AMY HUGHES, Superintendent of the County Nursing
Association, affiliated to the Queen Victoria Jubilee
Nurses, gave evidence before the Committee at its last
sitting of the session. Miss Hughes's duties carry her
among all sorts and conditions of nurses, and she has to
inspect their work and equipment in rural and urban dis-
tricts throughout the country, so that she was able to draw
from a wide and varied experience. Miss Hughes was
strongly in favour of registration by a central authority,
and commented on the present chaotic condition of train-
ing, and of the certificates resulting therefrom. Whilst
the number of applications for training at the great
schools was largely in excess of the vacancies, it followed
that the rejected applicantswould go to the smaller schools,
or obtain some of the irregular certificates that were so
readily issued. Under the present system no record of
nurses who had left was kept at the hospitals or institu-
tions that was of any use for public reference, and it was
often the case that the improper or insufflcient training of
the nurse was not found out until after she had experi-
mented on the patient. Miss Hughes also pointed out
that certificates make no mention of moral quality; there
was great need of some outside authority or Board to
whom this difficult question might be referred. Periodical
revision of the register would be necessary, and nurses
should be required to make notification at fixed times.

I
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As to the removal of names from the register it would be
possible for Parliament to meet that difficulty as it had
already done in the Midwives Act. Voluntary registration
in the opinion of the witness was not sufficient to meet the
needs of the present conditions.

THE HUMANE SLAUGHTERING OF ANIMALS.
THE main conclusions of the report of the Committee on
the Humane Slaughtering of Animals to which reference
has already been made are: (i) All animals without ex-
ception must be stunned or otherwise rendered uncon-
scious before blood is drawn; (2) animals awaiting
slaughter must be so placed that they cannot see into the
slaughter-house, and the doors of the latter must be kept
closed while slaughtering is going on; (3) the drainage of
the slaughter-house must be so arranged that no blood or
other refuse can flow out within sight or smell of animals
awaiting slaughter, and no such refuse shall be deposited
in proximity to the waiting pens; (4) if more animals than
one are being slaughtered in one slaughter-house at the
same time, they must not be within view of each other;
(5) none but licensed men shall be employed in or about
slaughter-houses. The power of regulating slaughter-
houses by by-laws can be conferred by the Local Government
Board on a rural district council, and the Committee express
the earnest hope that rural authorities will take fuller advan-
tage of these powers than they have done hitherto, and
will take steps to adopt and enforce by-laws in harmony
with those suggested. These are sensible and wise conclu-
sions, for, in spite of what interested people say, there is
no doubt that animals become painfully excited when they
smell blood, and sheep and pigs more especially seem to
have some premonitory suspicion of their approaching
fate when they near the shambles. The emphatic pro-
nouncement of the Committee in favour of universal
public slaughter-houses is a step in the right
direction, for the private institutions whieh are
too commonly met with in small towns especially, are
not only a nuisance to the locality in which they are
placed, but being removed save on rare occasions from
official inspection, they are not invariably conducted on
the lines of decency and humanity. We should like to
see them all swept away. In reply to a question by Dr.
Farquharson, the President of the Local Government
Board was unable to say at this early stage what he in-
tends to do, but in reply to a supplemental query he indi-
cated a wish to bring the matter under the notice of each
local authority, presumably by distribution of the report.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.
The Lunacy Bill.-Dr. Farquharson asked the Prime

Minister on Monday whether he intended to proceed with the
Lunacy Acts Amendment Bill this session. Mr. Balfour said
that unless this Bill should prove quite uncontroversial he
was afraid it had little chance of passing this session. Dr.
Farquharson said it was practically a non-controversial Bill,
which embodied principles which were working well in Scot-
land and were much needed in England. (Laughter.) Mr.
Balfour said he agreed with the hon. member. (Laughter.)
The sooner England adopted that and many other Scottish
Acts the better for England. But that did not get over the
difficulty. Even though England might be panting to take
the reform which had so long been adopted in Scotland, there
might be a few recalcitrant English members who might wish
to discuss it at length, and he was afraid that in that case
lunacy must wait for another session. The Bill has since
been dropped.
The Report on Physical Deterloratlon.-Mr. Cathcart Wason

asked the President of the Local Government Board whether
he proposed to take action on the report of the Departmental
Committee on Physical Degeneration with reference to the
recommendation that in all towns above a certain size the
local authority should establish and maintain an accurate
register of owners, and that this practice was one of the first
desiderata towards dealing with slum property. Mr. W. Long
replied that the report of the Departmental Committee on
Physical Deterioration had only been issued within the last

few days, and the evidence taken by the Committee had not
yet been published. He had not at present been able to con-
sider the recommendations made by the Committee, though
of course he should do so. He might, however, say that the
particular suggestion to which the hon. member referred was
not a new one, and there would be considerable difficulty
in giving effect to it.

Ankylostomiasls.-Mr. Markham asked the Secretary of State
for the Home Department whether, in view of Dr. Boycott's
report on the subject of the diagnosis of ankylostoma in-
fection in mines and its recommendations, and of the fact
that following his circular letter of March ioth to the county
councils, the medical officer of health to the Derbyshire
County Council issued a memorandum to the medical men
in the county relating to the disease and the precautions
which should be adopted to prevent the spreading of this
disease, he would now furnish the Derbyshire County Council
with the necessary powers unader the Coal Mines Regulation
Act to enable the medical officer of health to give practical
effect to the recommendations of Dr. Boycott's report. Mr.
Secretary Akers-Douglas answered that Dr. Boycott's report,
dealt simply with the mode of detecting ankylostoma in,
fection by examination of the blood, and contained no recom-
mendations as to precautions to be taken against an outbreak-
of the disease. It was true that ,amongst other steps, which.
as he had previously explained, he had taken in this matter,
he had invited the co-operatlon of the county councils in the
mining districts, with a view to their spreading information
among miners as to the precautions to be observed, and also
to their furnishing facilities at county laboratories for ex-
amination of infected matter; but there were no powers under
the Coal Mines Act which could be conferred on county
councils.

Experiments on Llving Animals.-Mr. Tomkinson asked the
Secretary of State for the Home Department whether h'is
attention had been called to the increase in the numbers of
medical and surgical experiments performed on living
animals, amounting to ig,o84 in a903, as compared with 14 9o6
in 1902 and 11,645 in I901, and whether he intended to take
any steps to liumit the number. Mr. Secretary Akers-Douglas
answered that the increase pointed out by the hLon. member
in the number of experiments in recent years was almost
wholly in those included in Table IV (B) of the annual return
-that is, experiments of the nature of simple inoculations,
hypodermic injections, and similar proceedings. It was.
pointed out on page 5 of the return that the increase was due
mainly to the progressive importance attached to biological
tests generally in practical medicine for the diagnosis, treat-
ment, and prevention of disease, and to the more widely
recognized need for such experiments on the part of those re-
sponsible for the care of the public health. It might be added
that over 3 000 of the experiments performed in 1903 were
made for Government Departments or for county or borough
councils, and 1,313 were made for the Royal Commission on
Tuberculosis. Every application for authority to perform ex-
periments was carefully scrutinized, and he was not prepared
to take action in the direction suggested.

The Advertldlng of Patent Mediolnes.-Mr. Tankerville-
Chamberlayne asked the Secretary of State for the Home De-
partment whether he would consider the advisability of im-
posing some restrictions on the advertising of patent medi-
cines with a view to protecting persons of the poorer classes.
Mr. Secretary Akers-Douglas replied that he was not sure-
what class of patent medicines was nreant. The question of
legislation for the purpose of dealing with certain evils in this.
connexion had been considered, but there were many diffi-
culties in the way of framing a measure which would be
satisfactory and neither inoperative nor too wide in its
scope.

The Central Mildwives Board amd D plomas In Midwifery.-
Dr. Thompson asked the Secretary of state for the Home IDe.
partment last week if he was aware th It the Central Midwives
Board had appointed nurses to examine candidates for the
diploma in midwifery; and, if so, would he direct that candi-
dates for a midwifery diploma must ba examined by qualified
physicians and surgeons. Mr. Secretary Akers-Douglas re.
plied that he thought this was not the case. He understood
that the whole scheme of examination was still under the
consideration of the Central Midwives Board. That Board
was, however, left by statute lree to exercise its discretion in


